
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN NURSING 

 
Licensure Policy 00-01 

 
ATTACHMENT A 

 
Criminal Convictions Excluding Individuals from Initial Licensure as a 

 Registered Nurse or Practical Nurse by Examination or Endorsement, and from Advanced 
Practice Authorization by the Board 

 
The felony convictions that will result in the mandatory permanent ineligibility for initial 
Massachusetts licensure as a Registered Nurse or Licensed Practical Nurse and for advanced 
practice authorization by the Board include, but are not limited to, convictions (as defined by 
Licensure Policy 00-01) for any of the following criminal offenses by any court in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, or convictions for any similar criminal offenses by a court in 
another state or by a federal court:  
 

CONVICTION DEFINITION 
Murder First degree murder is the killing of a human being 

committed with deliberately premeditated malice 
aforethought (intentionally), or with extreme cruelty.  All 
other murder, arising from reckless or negligent conduct, 
is second degree murder. 
 

Rape  Sexual intercourse by a person with another person who is 
compelled to submit against their will by force or threat of 
bodily injury or sexual intercourse with a child under 
sixteen years of age.   
 

Aggravated sexual assault The unwanted touching of the genitals, mouth or anus of 
one person by the genitals of another person as the result 
of violence, force or the threat of force. 
 

Assault with intent to rape 
 

The use of force or the threat of force with intent to 
commit rape. 
 

Armed assault with intent to murder 
with felony intent 
 

Assaulting another with intent to commit murder or maim 
or disfigure that person. 
 

Armed assault with intent to rob While being armed with a dangerous weapon assaulting 
another and robbing, stealing or taking money or personal 
property from that person. 
 

Burglary, armed assault on 
occupant 
 

Breaking and entering a dwelling in the nighttime, to 
commit a felony, armed with a dangerous weapon at the 
time of such breaking, with any other person being 
lawfully therein. 
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CONVICTION DEFINITION 

Kidnapping Without lawful authority, forcibly or secretly confining or 
imprisoning another person within this commonwealth 
against his will or forcibly carrying a person from the 
commonwealth against their will or secretly confining or 
imprisoning a person. 
 

Breaking and entering, day/night, 
intent to commit felony, fear 
 

Entering or breaking and entering, in the day time, a 
building, ship, vessel or vehicle with intent to commit a 
felony and placing any person lawfully therein in fear. 
 

Burning a building 
 

Willfully and maliciously setting fire to, burning or 
causing to be burned a building other than a dwelling. 
 

Burning dwelling house (attempt) 
 

Willfully and maliciously setting fire to, burning or 
causing to be burned a dwelling house or a building 
adjacent to a dwelling house. 
 

Indecent assault and battery, child 
under 14 
 

Any unwanted touching of the breast or genitals either 
directly or indirectly, enhanced penalty if the victim is 
fourteen years of age. 
 

Indecent assault and battery, child 
14 or over 
 

Any unwanted touching of the breast or genitals either 
directly or indirectly, enhanced penalty if the victim is 
fourteen years of age. 
 

Unnatural acts with child under 16 
 

Committing any unnatural and lascivious act with another 
person, enhanced penalty if the other person is under 
sixteen years of age. 
 

Assault and battery dangerous 
intimidation, race, color, religion 
 

Committing an assault or a battery upon a person or 
damaging the real or personal property of a person with 
the intent to intimidate such person because of such 
person’s race, color, or religion; an enhanced penalty is 
imposed if serious bodily injury occurs. 
 

Administering drugs to obtain sex 
 

Administering to or Causing to be taken by a person any 
drug, matter or thing with intent to stupefy or overpower 
such person so as to thereby enable any person to have 
unlawful sexual intercourse. 
 

Induce sex, minor 
 

Inducing any person under eighteen of chaste life to have 
unlawful sexual intercourse.   

 
 


